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A Message from the Editor~
These are strange times indeed! Here you were, expecting a message from Andy and
you got me instead as he is up to his eyes right now.
Super news of Dennis on page 3; though of course his real name is Thomas should you
wish to look up the original royal posting. We all join Ann in her good wishes. After 101
years in Sunbury Dennis has decamped for foreign parts and is now living with his
daughter Laura in Walton.
Reading the Ringing World it is clear that people are finding new ways to
communicate.
If anyone wishes to be part of a district wide WhatsApp group, please text John Young
on 07814 554627 and he will include you.
John has a lot of tutorials on Power Point that he is happy to share.
Six weeks ago, Ringingroom.com had not been invented; now the world is using it as
you can see here.
Communication is vital in normal times and essential in these odd months so I am
grateful to all those who have contributed to this edition.
It is sad to lose good ringers like Margaret Bale, Ivan Saunders and Pam Bird. I hope we
have done them justice.
Macabre subject for a quiz this time probably but these facts have apparently been
visited more often in the last months than ever before as we seek to explore parallels
with past times. If you think Covid19 is a killer, what about The Black Death? Answers on
page 20.

Hilary Brooks

Per -Andy Charnleybeal.
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Dennis Brock has been awarded 2020 Maundy Money
Esher bell ringers join in congratulating Dennis Brock on having the honour of receiving Maundy
Money, albeit by post, from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth.
Dear Dennis,
Special congratulations from us here in Esher. We not
only congratulate you but thank you for all the help and
patience you have shown us since we formed a new band 20
years ago.
You always came to our rescue when we were a ringer short for
weddings, funerals and other special occasions. A big thank
you.
Last year, I stepped in to accompany my brother-in-law
to this ceremony and I feel sad that you and all the other 94 men
and 94 women missed such a spectacle.
On arrival we were escorted to our seats which were
placed with a wide aisle down the middle and received instructions from the Lord High Almoner who told
us what to do and most importantly what not to do during the 45 minute ceremony.
The Queen would hand two purses to each recipient, one white containing 93 coins (remember it was last
year so you, Dennis, should have 94 and a red purse with a £5 coin and a 50p coin with the instruction to
leave them unopened as they did not want the coins rolling round the Chapel. We were told not to speak
to the Queen or try to give her anything in exchange such as a pot of jam (a fellow WI member, no doubt)
and when she distributed the purses which were carried on large silver and gold plates the recipient was to
bow or curtsey and say “Thank you Your Majesty”.
Following a pause, we were ushered out whilst the Queen posed outside for official photos- no personal
ones, with all who had taken part including four children from a local school who carried poses and had
entertained us all with smiles and waves. That was the last anyone saw of the Queen and I'm not a bit
surprised as I, ten years her junior, was exhausted!
So dear Dennis, I have to tell you we did not get to have tea with Her Majesty or any other royal person
as you were hoping. Instead we were offered a cup of tea, or a glass of wine, bottled (plastic!!) water, and
a tiny sandwich or veggie wrap. Our telephones and cameras had been temporarily confiscated so no
pictures. Only official ones.
I sincerely hope, dear Dennis, you will get the chance to have a cup of tea with Her Majesty, for
you are indeed a very GENTLE man and really deserve to be invited again.
Keep safe and to our oldest sw(r)inger in town ---- NO the whole WORLD! We are so proud of you.
Love from us all.

Ann Tennant
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Short touches from the towers.
Ottershaw
Like other towers, we have not rung since 'lockdown' started, partly because there are no
services in the church and also because social distancing would reduce us to 2nd and Tenor
only and we would need masks for the ascent and descent and ringing up at least.
The principal excitement this quarter has been a broken stay, replaced amazingly quickly by
Stephen Darvill to whom great thanks. As this happened right at the start of lockdown, the new
stay stays in my car as there is no way we can maintain social
distancing when we put it back in place even if the belfry is more
than 2 metres above someone standing in the ringing chamber. As
part of that excitement the rope broke as well but the good news is
that we have gained another splicer - one of our new ringers
read the manual and has done a great job, I'd say tremendous but
Donald T has devalued the word, So the burden is not all down to
Roger anymore!
The other good news is that Roger is recovering from his operation but convalescence means
no ringing for a while. With luck he will be able to supervise training our four up and
coming ringers when the restrictions are lifted and we have the stay and rope back in place.
I have encouraged our ringers to read, comprehend, write out and inwardly digest some early
methods - reinforcement for some, new territory for others - we'll see if that bears fruit!
Like others, I have discovered Zoom as a way of keeping in touch with friends and family - What
about a virtual evening at the pub (bring your own beer, crisps/peanuts) for tower captains or for
your own band or for the District?

Peter Binns

1. What were other names given to The Black Death?
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Weybridge
We kicked off February with a visiting band ringing a quarter peal of Yorkshire Surprise Major,
with young George Hart conducting for the first time.
He returned on March 1st, this time with a peal band. They rang Cambridge Surprise Major with
George conducting from the tenor. He had only rung his first peal two weeks before this so quite
an achievement for anyone. Especially as he is only 15 years old!
We also had a visit from the Guildford young ringers in February for their monthly practice.
We still have four young learners and they can handle a bell now. The first has progressed
sufficiently to join us on Sunday mornings; well done Alex!
Hopefully they will all return once ringing is resumed.
It was strange without any Easter ringing this year. I did consider a family ring as I am in a
household with four ringers, but as all churches are shut for the duration, this wasn’t possible.
We have just one wedding booked this year but as it is for mid-May, it is likely to be postponed.
What sad and difficult times these are.
Keep as safe as you can.

Linda Strange

2 How many people are estimated to have died during that early pandemic?
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Chobham
We have been having a Chobham ringers catch up Zoom meeting on Monday evenings,
organised by Stuart and hosted by Alison. It has been nice to chat to everybody. Last Monday
and this Monday we tried to use ringingroom.com with some degree of success. We have
managed to ring rounds and plain hunt.
The picture was taken at our latest meeting.

Chris Hill
3 Where did the Black Death originate?

Walton-on-Thames
Mike Wigney and band visited us on 1st February and Harry Blamire returned to ring in celebration of his
20th peal on 22nd Feb with 5088 London Surprise Major.
It was most odd to ring all our bells down on Mothering Sunday knowing that they were not to be rung
again for an indeterminate time.

Hilary Brooks
4 How was it spread?
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Hersham
In memory of Pamela A Bird (1934 – 20 20) Former Guild Vice-President

Hersham band early sixties Pam is second lady
from
the right
-------and in the late nineties where Pam is second from the left

Born Pam Collis, she was introduced to ringing in 1947 and joined the Hersham band, where
Bill Simmons taught her to ring. While never an advanced ringer she was a reliable and steady
member of the band and a great help to the tower captain in rebuilding the band after the war.
Though helpful and kind she had strong opinions and was not afraid to express them.
Disinterested in peal ringing she rang just two in her early years, one for the Guild and one for
the W and P. After 1966 she rang 103 quarter peals at Hersham mainly of triples but including
Cambridge and Yorkshire.
She was elected to the Guild in 1948 and held all three offices in the Chertsey District: secretary
and treasurer 1969-78, treasurer 1979-80, master1980-83 and executive officer 1984-87. Pam
was elected vice president of the Guild in 1989. She was for many years tower secretary then
treasurer at Hersham.
Pam met her husband Derrick at Hersham church, through the church fellowship, and recalls
seeing him in RAF uniform in post-war national service times, sitting in the pews near the front
of the church while she sat with the ringers at the back. As the children, Stephen and Margaret,
grew up Pam returned to work in school kitchens and became caterer at St Andrew’s school in
Cobham. Pam used her professional knowledge of catering and her other interests and
hobbies in the service of ringing. During the 1970s and 1980s she co-ordinated the catering for
the Guild Annual General Meeting, which, in those days, regularly had attendances of over 100
ringers.
She was captain of one of the local Guide companies, a member of the Trefoil Guild, and
encouraged her guides to take up ringing. Pam also enjoyed country dancing, and for many
years organised the Chertsey District Barn Dance, which was the social highlight of the year.
Pam and Derrick were both keen walkers and played badminton. In later years Pam indulged
her competitive streak playing bowls.
Both children learned to ring and they both rang in quarters and peals at Hersham. Pam was a
ringer at Hersham for over 60 years until she started to suffer from Alzheimer’s. She died
unexpectedly in her sleep at Winton House Nursing Home in Nether Wallop, Hants, on 9th
March 2020, aged 86.

David Mealor
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5. Was it the only disaster in the middle ages?

East Molesey
It feels like a lifetime since the ADM here in January and the social evening at Old Woking. The
Grandsire Doubles practices at Ockham and the triples practice at Chobham are but a distant
memory. The last sociable event at East Molesey was hosting the Peripatetics on 2nd March
with lunch in The Bell beforehand. Since then......
The tenor of our ways has changed greatly. We no longer sally forth to the tower to ring the
bells. Getting together is extremely dodgy – we may end up feeling ropey, lose our bearings, get
clappered out. The framework of our band is broken, unsplicable this quarter. Wheel have to
look to future touches and peals, striking impeccably and stay bushy-tailed......enough! Stand!
Meanwhile the church has done a brilliant job in live-streaming it's services and making them
easily accessible. Richard and others send out regular messages of hope and encouragement.
Our band has kept in touch via WhatsApp and zoom and luddites like me have been booted into
the 21st century, forced to learn how my smart phone works.
We have started a weekly virtual practice using ringingroom.com –
good fun and requiring much concentration. I'll leave Felicity to tell
you more as she was the brains behind setting it up for us There's
loads of stuff online to keep one's ringing skills going but somehow,
it's not the same without the social contact
Keep well everybody so we can have a good ringing celebration
when it's all over

Jane Marsters
I heard about ringing room a couple of weeks ago and Jane said yes, let’s try.
With a first attempt of just six I am not sure it was a success exactly, but it did push a number of people
into using Zoom and ‘technology’. And it meant we ‘met up’ with friends we hadn’t seen for a while. The
main technical point that came out of that was using a touchscreen device had its frustrations… or was it
overload on the basic abilities of the device? We don’t really know, but decided that ringingroom should
have priority on the beefiest device while Zoom can take a back seat if there’s a phone/pad
combination. So, during that first attempt, we suffered a number of very lumpy rounds with a few called
changes, decided ringing on 6 bells was enough for our sanity, and quickly ran out of the basic 40
minutes of Zoom meeting time.
Second attempt was open for anyone and I am not sure we actually made much progress overall, but
with rounds and call changes and an attempt at Plain Hunt that very nearly made it to the end!
We haven’t enough experience to say whether it’s worthwhile or not.
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So much ringing is done by ear, so having big gaps while people are struggling to get their screen tap to
be actioned or feedback being picked up by Zoom disrupt the concentration.
Since then, I joined a different ’tower’ with people I had never met before, one ringing from Melbourne
and one or two ringing room experts. After the now-familiar chaos, I put myself on the treble for an
attempt at Plain Bob doubles. It all went smoothly, sounded good, got back to rounds and we felt happy
about that.
In terms of pure ringing practice, I prefer Mobel by quite a margin. All the virtual ringers in there are
‘experts' never go wrong and always strike perfectly! Plus, you have tracking as you ring. No distractions,
no apologies, no technical issues. But that it’s a very solitary exercise.
So, work in progress.

Felicity Hardman
6 When did the Black Death occur?

Egham
We have only one news item, and a positive one. Fortune was good enough to allow a
celebratory peal to be rung at Egham, just before the lock-down, for the 200th anniversary of the
‘new’ church building of St. John the Baptist, which had held its inaugural service on March 16th
in 1820. David Cox led the peal of Spliced Surprise Royal (with London, Bristol, Yorkshire and
Cambridge). Here is the band:

The bells have not been rung since.

Willy Burgess

eghamten@gmail.com

7 Did it come to an end in 1353?
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Esher
We have been waiting for -what feels like ever- for the appointment of a new Rector – it has
been nearly eighteen very long months and at last we had a new rector and a date for his
induction – Monday 23rd March. We, like the rest of the Parish, went into action – practising our
striking for Sunday Service etc. plus the selection of ringers etc. for a quarter peal of our
traditional Grandsire Triples BUT I had a sense of foreboding!
However the rest of the Parish advanced with relentless enthusiasm, the choir and the
musicians practised, the catering ladies sorted out the bountiful buffet to follow the service etc,
the guest list of important people and local clergy was drawn up and invitations sent plus a rota
to clean the church and tidy the churchyard and yet I was convinced the event would not take
place and nobody believed me!! Oh dear – how right I was but I had not in a month of Sundays
ever thought it would be cancelled for a world-wide pandemic – I thought it would be a broken
bone or something more mundane!!
Poor Darren, instead of a fantastic service with music etc. and a large and happy congregation
he was installed on Monday 23rd March at 7.30pm by the Bishop of Dorking and witnessed by
the Rural Dean, two church wardens and his wife – what a come down – no congregation, no
delicious buffet, no flowing wine and no one has really met him.
I know from the posters around the church that he has twinkling brown eyes and a lovely smile
and from his audio services he has an Irish accent and preaches a good sermon BUT is he tall
or short, fat or thin, has he got a sense of humour but above all is he keen on the bells? Once
“lock down” has ended I can only hope we will be able to welcome him properly as he is the first
rector in 30 years that I and the rest of the band have not welcomed by ringing the bells.

Jennifer Meade

8. Does it still occur?
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Send

Ivan JM Saunders (7th June 1938 – 4th April 2020)
Former Guild Vice-President
Proposal of Ivan Saunders as Vice-President of the Guild [2007]
To help me put together this proposal, I asked Ivan to provide me with
some information about his ringing history. This he did, and I came to
the conclusion that if Ivan was cut in half across his middle, we would find
that he was like a stick of rock, with not ‘Brighton’ or ‘Blackpool’ but
‘Bellringer’ running his length.
Ivan’s ringing started in November 1950 at Danbury, Essex then a six bell tower. 15 months
later (1 March 1952) he rang his first peal - Plain Bob Minor on the Treble at Retterdon, Essex.
By the end of 1958, before joining the RAF, he had rung up to 50 Treble Bob methods inside.
Ivan’s postings in the RAF (in Air Traffic Control) finally took him to Norfolk, where he did a lot of
ringing in Kings Lynn with Norman Harding and others, and was able to ring several peals.
While in the RAF Ivan had his 21st Birthday and his parents gave him a set of 12 handbells. Other
friends gave some more so he was able to start tune ringing at Church shows and in competitions.
On leaving the RAF, Ivan went back to Essex before being posted to civil air traffic control at
London Heathrow.
In 1962 he was asked by Frank Lufkin to act as main Umpire at Loughborough Foundry campanile
for an attempt on the record length of Bob Major on Friday 9th November 1962. Sadly after 22,064
changes a missed call took place and the peal was stood up.
While at Heathrow Ivan lived with friends in Old Woking and got to know a few ringers in the area.
In March 1968 he moved again to the ATC College at Bournemouth, training new controllers, then
in June 1969 gained promotion to the Field Training Unit in the tower at Bournemouth dealing
mainly with overseas students from around the world learning ATC.
In 1970 Ivan married Julie and thought he was settled at Bournemouth. His ringing was done at
Christchurch Priory as well as Sopley and other towers in the area. He rang his first peal on
handbells (Grandsire Doubles) at Arthur V Davis’s house in April 1970, followed by a handbell
peal of Plain Bob Minor in November 1970. Due to further promotion back to Heathrow, Ivan and
Julie moved back to Old Woking – their daughter Rachel being born the evening after all the
furniture had been unloaded from Bournemouth!
It was at this point that Ivan’s close links with the Guildford Diocesan Guild started. He rang at
Old Woking and Horsell, and was elected as Assistant District Ringing Master for 1971/72/73,
becoming District Ringing Master in 1974/75/76. He then became Executive Committee Member
in 1977/78/79. In 1978 (Ivan thinks) he joined the Library Sub- Committee, serving on that
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Committee ever since, becoming acting Librarian in 2005 and Librarian in 2006. Ivan served as
General Secretary for one year 1981/82. He served another year as District Ringing Master in
1998/99 and the following year became Executive Committee Member again, serving in that role
to the present day.
Ivan joined Send tower at the beginning of 1972 after Sidney Strudwick died, as they had a very
young band. Send Church suited Ivan better than Old Woking and he has been a member of that
tower since that time.
At the end of 1979 it was planned to set up the Chertsey District Bookstall. Ivan volunteered to
take this on. 27 years later thanks are still being given to ‘Ivan and the Chertsey District bookstall’.
I think you will all agree that this bookstall provides a great service to the Guild, and makes ringing
books so accessible to our members.
Ivan has rung 23 peals for the Guild, of which he has conducted 15, but states that peal ringing
is not his great love. Quarter peals are another matter – HIS Quarter Peal total at Send is currently
366, out of Send’s total of 465, and he has conducted 320 of them. His great interest is tower
grabbing, and in 1999 to raise funds for new ropes at Send he was sponsored for grabbing 100
or more towers during the year. The year end saw a grand total of 113 towers, with total money
raised £722.60.
Ivan is well known for his support for the Guild and involvement in Guild activities, and for his
leadership and encouragement in his local tower and District. I hope you will agree that he is an
ideal candidate for the position of Guild Vice-President.
It is with great pleasure that, on behalf of the Guild Executive Committee, I formally propose Ivan
Saunders of Send as a Vice-President of the Guildford Diocesan Guild.
Anne M Anthony [Guild Master]
10 March 2007
http://guildfordguild.org.uk/biographies/ivan-jm-saunders-vice-president/

9 What did people of that time believe was the cause?

Thames Ditton

Pamela Rider

10 Did killing all the local dogs have the effect everyone wanted?
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Chertsey
Like all other towers in the country many of us are suffering withdrawal symptoms due to lack of
ringing due to the closure of churches as part to the social isolation to
help prevent the spread of the Covid-19 virus. Ringing formally ceased in
mid March but a lone ringer continued to ring the Curfew bell at 8.00pm
until Lady Day, 25th March 2020. At Chertsey the bells continue to sound
out daily thanks to the carillon. Likewise, the clock, which we are still
winding twice a week, continues to ring so the bells still remind the
people of Chertsey of the presence of the church.
We are now meeting on-line on Wednesday evenings at 8.00pm via Zoom meetings for the
local ringers to keep in touch with each other on practice night, to share some theory teaching,
talks about bells and change ringing etc. At are first meeting only a couple of us managed to
patch in, but the following week (22/04/2020) we had 7 participants including John Young from
Ockham and Gill Huddle from Sunningdale who frequently ring with us.
Peter Whisker showed us the Abel software program and we watched Grandsire Doubles being
rung, then we all logged in via Chrome to http://tadhill.com/ringing/ and then John Young
suggested that we go to the ringingroom.com whilst at the Zoom meeting and each assigned
ourselves to a different bell to successfully ring some rounds and call changes; it was great fun
and worth a try.
We plan to meet weekly; please let us know if you would like to join our practice and we can
send you links. It works better on a computer/laptop than on a smart phone for interactive
ringing. We plan to do some theory lessons, play with the ringingroom.com interactive rope circle
and some tower tours and talks on bells and related matters.
Peter Whisker spent several hours helping to prepare a pre-recorded on-line services from St
Peter’s Chertsey in which he included a sound recording of the bells to introduce the service. At
St Paul’s Church, Egham Hythe the service was conducted live on Zoom which attracted over
50 participants and I rang a hand bell as a Sanctus bell during the consecration payer.
We were saddened to hear of the death of Ivan Saunders and Pam Bird, both loyal stalwarts of
District activities and two Vice Presidents of the Guild.
Chertsey Ringing Gallery Project
Sadly, little progress has been made on the project in the last few months because the PCC is still trying
to finalise plans for the removal of the pews, underfloor heating, revamping the church hall etc.
Unfortunately, the fundraising team have not submitted any grant applications since firm cost estimates
for the works have not yet been obtained. Although the design and costs for the ringing gallery have
been obtained there are not sufficient fund available for the all the projects to proceed.
Discussions are being held within the parish and with the architect to progress matters but given the
current situation with the closed church and social isolation due to the Covid-19 virus it is unlikely that
any significant progress will be made in the next six months.

Malcolm S Loveday, Tower Captain.
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11. Which occupation did best out of the illness, priests or lawyers?

Oatlands
In February a new member of the St Mary Oatlands congregation, Rachel, expressed an interest in
learning to ring. Five lessons on, she was going well until Covid-19 intervened. It’s worthy of mention as
she is our first learner since the time of Ringing Remembers.
Three Oatlands ringers (two learners, one helper) attended the District training morning at Chobham for
Grandsire Triples. Led by Stuart Flockton and with a strong team around us, we made progress and
hope the intended follow-up session can be re-scheduled.
Our regular Sunday morning ringing and monthly practice followed its normal course in March. Future
ringing then became doubtful due to the approaching coronavirus limitations and we rang for what turned
out to be the last time on Sunday 15 th. By chance, the event was recorded with a photograph of the
ringers, in response to a request from the Parish Office for the church website (see below).

Thereafter, CCBR advice and social distancing took over: the bells were rung down and the tower will be
silent until we get the all-clear to resume.
Before our last ring we applied an anti-bacterial spray to the sallies and tail ends of the ropes. Whether it
guarded against the transmission of infection is questionable, but the added moisture made the still
newish sallies easier to handle.

John Burnett

12. What horrendous action did Pope Clement Vl take?
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Old Woking
In common with all other Towers, at Old Woking we've been unable to ring over the last six weeks, but
we did have a few items to report during February and the early part of March.
The first Wednesday in February, as is traditional, saw our Annual General Meeting take place (thanks to
Jenny Webb for graciously lending us her lounge for the occasion). Our reflections on the last year were
inevitably dominated by Matthew's untimely passing, which had come as a great shock. The band lost a
good friend, a reliable ringer, a source of much enthusiasm, a key caller of touches, and a fine ringer on
the biggest bells and we continue to miss him greatly. The band had made some progress though, with
more of the band ringing the back bells and calling touches - especially Isaac, who was elected as our
new Vice-Captain. With Caroline being voted in as Tower Librarian and Ian as Webmaster, it was the
most significant change in the make-up of the elected officers for many years!
On 14 March, the band represented the District at the Guild Six Bell Striking Competition and were
delighted (and surprised!) to come away as winners, by a narrow margin from Yorktown. It's the first time
Old Woking have won this title and the first time for many years for a Chertsey District band, so
congratulations to Richard, Rachel, Eliot, Ian, Ruth and Caroline on a tremendous achievement!
At practice nights, we've continued to work on ringing touches of the Nottingham Eight and were
progressing well towards this. Hopefully band members will continue revising their methods during the
lockdown so we can hit the ground running when we're allowed back in the Tower - after all, what else is
there to do...

Doug Stoneham
13 What English system came to an end as a result?

Horsell
Well, the lockdown is work for some who have families to attend to and children to educate, but for
others it is an opportunity to finish undone tasks and pursue new activities.
A quick trawl of our ringers revealed some of the things they are doing - cross stitching, painting,
calligraphy, playing the piano, writing, gardening, voluntary work admin, sewing scrubs for the NHS,
learning ukulele, renovating vintage cars, online quizzes, drinks and dinner parties, book groups, bread
baking, science forums, singing, Shakespeare classes, clearing up and archiving, pilates - and Joe
Wicks each morning of course. And clapping for the NHS every Thursday evening.
When we emerge, there will be huge demand for recycling services and hairdressers and we will have
new skills and perfect gardens (perhaps). And the spiders will have had a field day in the tower!
Meanwhile our message to all our ringing colleagues is 'Keep well’ and we look forward to the time when
we are back in business.

Avril Blagbrough
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14. Who was King of England at the

time of the Black Death?

Ockham
Before the lockdown in February a band representing the Kent County association visited us to ring a
peal of spliced surprise minor in 26 methods and on the same evening our local practice band rang a
quarter for Margaret Bale.
In March 2 further quarters were rung for the Rectors 60th birthday and then week later for two
parishioners 85th birthdays. It is a shame that lockdown has prevented ringing a further quarter for Ivan
who will be greatly missed at Ockham as our longest regular visitor but once ringing restarts we hope to
remedy this.
On Saturday 20th March we rang for our first wedding and again on the following morning for service
before shutdown!
I was hoping of using this non ringing period to get the painting done on all the metalwork around the
bells, which I had been planning for executing this spring anyway, but this sort of travel is prohibited,
but it might have been more feasible had I been living in the parish!
In the latter weeks I have been visiting a number of virtual tower groups using Zoom and utilising the
new program “ringingroom”! On Thursdays I am bringing this experience to those of my practice band
who wish to join me and if successful will run something similar for the District if requested, this of
course does not have to be restricted to an evening event or just once a week!

John Young
15. Which children’s rhyme is said to describe the plague?
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Margaret Anne Bale: 16th October 1959 - 18th February 2020- late Guildford Guild
Secretary
Margaret was born and was brought up in Ashtead near St
George’s Church. She worshipped at St Giles Church and attended
Barnett Wood Lane Primary and the City of London Freemen’s
School.
Aged 12, Margaret learnt to ring at St Giles Ashtead. Mike was
ringing at St Martins of Tours Epsom and heard of several “nice
young ladies” learning at Ashtead and came to see for himself.
They were married in 1984 at St Giles and moved into a house in
Ashtead. Children followed, Jacqueline in 1987 then Richard in
1988., with grandson Edward born in 2017.
After marrying Mike, she transferred allegiance from Ashtead to
St Martin’s Epsom. She was Tower Secretary for many years at both towers and also served as Guild
Secretary to the Guildford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers. She planned and ran a sponsored
abseil down St Martin’s bell tower to raise funds for refurbishment of the bells. Alongside Mike,
Margaret was instrumental in teaching, organising and inspiring new and existing ringers, including
helping start up 3 new bands at Merrow, Ockley and West Clandon. She was a member of the Society of
Royal Cumberland Youths, joining in 1994 along with Mike. She rang just three peals from 2005 to 2012,
all at St Martin of Tours Epsom, all have peal boards as they were for special occasions. She enjoyed
ringing quarter peals especially when trying to get someone through their first one or helping to get
something they had not managed before.
She was an active member of the congregation at St Martins and was always willing to take on jobs or
help in any way. She loved walking the dog, and had been a member of Ashtead Choral Society, local
hand-bell ringing groups, a diabetic group, and a badminton club.
For 50 years Margaret was a type one diabetic, managing her own medication since she was a child.
In September 2019 Margaret took early retirement from the Charity ‘Through the Roof’ where she had
worked as Administration and Events Manager for 17 years, with thoughts of the happy prospect of
spending more time with her parents, her grandson Edward and more time simply relaxing and enjoying
life with Mike and the rest of her family.
Margaret was diagnosed with Stomach Cancer in October 2019. She died peacefully at the Princess Alice
Hospice in Esher at 10:00 on 18th February 2020, with all her immediate family beside her.
Margaret's funeral took place on Monday 9th March at St Martin's Epsom and was attended by 328
people. Almost half of the attendees were fellow bell ringers.
She was a wonderful, caring person and will be greatly missed by all who knew her.

Jenny Heyworth
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A letter from the Guild Master~
So it turns out that all the things we love about ringing: the teamwork, the
social side, the after practice pub sessions and the joy of shared endeavour,
are exactly the things that make it impossible to engage in our
hobby/passion just now.
For those of you who are missing your weekly “fix”, I’ve put together a list of
all things that techies have put together over the last weeks to try and
bring us something to keep us in touch or interested. Hopefully all of you
will find something of interest.
There have been two developments to provide us with virtual ringing. First
on the scene was Ringing Room (ringingroom.com), developed by two
ringers from Boston so that geographically distanced ringers could ring
together. Anyone can set up their own ringing room and invite others to
ring with them, and it works for both tower and handbell ringers. It works
best if you use something like Skype so that you can also communicate
verbally; easier for the conductor to shout Bob rather than pressing a key.
There is also something called Handbell Stadium which, as the name
suggests, is largely targeted towards handbell ringers. Both of these can be
“rung” using keystrokes, but you can also purchase motion controllers
(developed for gaming) which act more like handbells.
If you want to practice methods on your own then you could purchase one
of the simulators that have been available for some time Abel or Beltower
seem to be the most common ones. These can also be used with motion
controllers or keys, and Abel has a version for mobiles (Mobel) including,
just recently, Android phones.
Looking for ways to improve your striking, then help is at hand. A small
group within ART have also been developing a series of YouTube videos for
inexperienced ringers on how to use a simulator. The first three are here:
Getting started: https://youtu.be/rm22YvuVzNM
How accurate is my striking: https://youtu.be/D7zaPy5AG6M
Help, I can't hear my bell: https://youtu.be/Qn5z_QTGCzk
There is also a podcast: https://funwithbells.com/15-tips-to-improve-yourstriking/. Previous episodes of Cathy Booth’s podcasts include interviews
with Nigel Taylor about his 40 years working at Whitechapel, Ryan Trout
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on ringing in Devon and Gareth Davies on historic pay and habits of
ringers. Listen at funwithbells.com.
This could be a good opportunity to get your personal, tower or Association
records up to date, or to read some of the articles you didn't have time for
when they were first published. A searchable DVD of The Ringing World
2001 - 2018 is available from Central Council Library publications for
£20.00 including p&p. A limited number of searchable DVDs of The
Ringing World 1971 - 2000 are also available for £19.00 including
p&p. Contact Alan Glover at amglover407@outlook.com.
Earlier years of The Ringing World and all editions of Bell News are freely
available online at https://cccbr.org.uk/resources/library/onlinepublications/
The Ringing World is offering a discount for new subscribers, and a new
six month online only subscription. To subscribe, go to
bb.ringingworld.co.uk/subscribe.php
And finally, purely for fun try these:
Animations
• Bell Motions (Washington DC Cathedral)
• Rounds on Six
The Beaufort Scale of Fire-ups (Simon Davies)
Don’t Try This At Home
Do Not Click This Link
Knitting
• Cardigans
Lego Bell Ringing Machine (Ander Holroyd)
Enjoy!

Jackie Roberts, Guild Master
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Chertsey District contacts

-as elected in January 2020

Ringing Master and Chairman: Andy Charnleybeal
Secretary: Willy Burgess 01784 439583
Treasurer: John Young 01252 319739

a.cb@live.co.uk

egamten@gmail.com
jgy-young@tiscali.co.uk

Bookstall: under review
Assistant Ringing Master: Peter Binns

pjbinns43@gmail.com

Assistant Ringing Master: Peter Whisker peter@whisker.org.uk
Belfry Inspector: Andrew Fisher 01932 829130
Training: Jane Marsters 020 8942 0886
Newsletter: Hilary Brooks 01932 227088

andrew@atf.me.uk
maljan@ic24.net

hilary@greenfinch.plus.com

Quiz answers;
1 The Pestilence, the Plague and the Great Sickness:
2 35 million:
3 Central or Eastern Asia from where it travelled along the Silk Road, reaching Crimea
by 1347:
4 By fleas living on the black rats that travelled on Genoese merchant ships,:
5 No, extensive famines affected England in 1315-17, 1321,1351 and 1369:
6 1346–1353: and again in 1665-1666
7 No it was present somewhere in Europe in every year between 1346 and 1671:
8 Yes, there twelve outbreaks in Australia between 1900 and 1925 with over 1,000
deaths, and In October 2017 the deadliest outbreak of the plague in modern times hit
Madagascar, killing 170 people and infecting thousands:
9 Punishment from God, pockets of bad air from earthquakes or an eastern plot to kill
Christians:
10 No, killing the dogs increased the spread as they were the main predator of rats
whose fleas spread the infection:
11 Lawyers, due to all the property debates:
12 Ordered the death of all Jews within the city limits:
13 The Feudal system:
14 Edward lll:
15 Ring a ring of roses.

Dates for the diary – like the Terminator – they will be back!
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